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only to observe that, in passing to the second part of the De Cvdtate Dei
from the second instalment of the first part, Saint Augustine is being
carried by the Human Mind's impulse to investigate the relations be-
tween the facts of History into embarking on the Human Heart's quest
to find a meaning behind them.

A Twentieth-Century Western Student of History

The intellectual histories of no less than eleven out of the thirteen
historians whom we have just been passing in review1 indicate that
shocking public events are apt to be fecund of intellectual inspirations
for historians. On this showing, the generation into which the writer of
this Study had been born in a post-Modern Western World could not
plead that its own social milieu had been unconducive to historical
thought; and the writer himself could testify (if he might venture once
again to draw upon the only first-hand experience at his command) that,
by the time when he found himself in his sixty-fourth year, the subjects
for at least nine historical works of diverse ranges had been presented to
him by questions arising from catastrophic events that he had lived to
witness.

An historian born in A.D. 1889 who was still alive in A.D. 1952 had in-
deed already heard a long peal of changes rung on the historian's elemen-
tal question 'How has this come out of that?' How, first and foremost,
had it happened that he had lived to see the immediately preceding
generation's apparently reasonable expectations so rudely disappointed ?
In liberal-minded middle-class circles in democratic Western countries
in a generation that had been born round about the year A.D. 1860, it had
seemed evident by the close of the nineteenth century that a trium-
phantly advancing Western Civilization had now carried human progress
to a point at which it could count upon finding the Earthly Paradise just
round the next corner. This fin-de-siecle liberal Western hope had been
a secularized version of Christ's promise in the Gospels: * Verily I say
unto you that there be some of them that stand here which shall not
taste of death till they have seen the Kingdom of God come with power/2
How was it that this hapless generation had lived to see, instead, not the
second coming of the Son of Man, but the advent of Antichrist? What
fell miscarriage had overtaken the world-wide and perpetual peace that
had been confidently augured in A.D. 1851 at the opening of a Great Ex-
hibition in London and had then apparently been achieved twenty years
later, after the end of the Franco-Prussian War of A.D. 1870-1 ? How had
this peace come to be shattered in AJX 1914 and A.D. 1939 by the
successive explosions of two world wars in one lifetime? How had the
twentieth century of the Christian Era come to see the eighteenth cen-
tury's 'laws of civilized warfare* thrown to the winds ? How had Human
Nature prevailed upon itself to perpetrate the atrocities which Turkish
hands had committed against the Armenians, and German hands against
the Belgians, the Jews, the Poles, and all their other victims? Such

1 These eleven are Clarendon, Procopius, Josephus, Thucydides, Rhodes, Polybius,
Ibn al-Tiqtaqa, eAla-ad-Dln Juwayni, Rashld-ad-DIn Hamadani, Herodotus, Saint
Augustine.                                       a Mark ix. i. Cp. Matt. xvL 28 and Luke ix. 27.